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proclamation, and offer them protection. The constant rains having prevented this, the officers have taken advantage of the time given to them to refit their men; and I have endeavoured to encourage the country people by every means to come in. Above 1200 have already surrendered their arms and received "protections," and numbers are crowding in every hour. Everything bears the appearance of returning tranquillity, and I am convinced the country would again be quiet if the gentlemen and yeomen could behave themselves with tolerable decency and prudence; but I am constantly obliged to reprove their violence, which prompts them every instant, notwithstanding the orders and proclamations, to gratify their revenge and ill-humour upon the poor inhabitants. I cannot but think that it was their harshness and ill-treatment that in a great measure drove the peasants and farmers to revolt. They seem to have learnt nothing by the lesson, but are as ready as ever to commence their former usage, and from what I observe of the temper of the better sort of people I foresee nothing but discontent and ferment in the country. I hear from Dublin that there still exist rumours of forces .assembled in Tipperary and the neighbourhood of Baltin-glass, Hackleston, Govey, &c. I believe them to be without foundation, but that everywhere, when proper encouragement is held out, those in arms will surrender. I have proposed to Lord Cornwallis to permit part of my force to be detached to Donard, and to encamp in the Glen of Imall, so as to promulgate the proclamation and grant protections. That position, if I occupied it, would cover Baltinglass, Hackleston, &c., and appease the fears of the inhabitants in those quarters. So many reports prevailed of rebels being in the mountains of Wicklow that I detached the xooth and the 6oth Regiments and Lord Huntley to the Glen of Imall. Upon our arrival I received information of the place where the rebels were assembled. I marched at i A.M. with fifty men, and at about five o'clock came up with them. They immediately retreated to the mountains and formed as if for defence, but upon our advancing they